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ANSWER 


A SEDITIOUS DISCOURSE 
CONCERNING 


The RELIGION of Excranv. 


Cr 


*- 


2 Ecting with your Diſcourſe of the Religion of 
England, afſerting,That Reformed Chriſtianity 
ſettled in its due Latitude, 3s the Stability and 
Advancement ef this Kingdom : T was in» 
clin'd to peruſe it, becaufe, caſting my Eye 
tpon your Preface,] found your firſt words acknowledge, 
- That Religion is deeply imprinted in humane Nature ,' and 
hath a great power over it ; therefore'I con!d not but hope 
to meet with the great Effefts of it, in your own; efpe- 
cially, fince you ſeem'd (o follicitous only for the Peace: of 
Religions and the Nation 3 and that you did fo ingermwoufly 
profeſs, That nothing was ſurgefted in your Diſcourſe: for 
Politick ends's That Epijcopacy was not undermin d , nor 

any 


(2) 


any other Form of Government inſinuated : That all Prag- 
matical Arrogance, preſuming to give Rules to Governors , 
or teach them what to do, was carefully avoided : That only 
the Poſſibility, Expediency, and Neceſſaty of Moderation was 
repreſented: And that you humbly defired this honeſt inten- 
tion of yours in purſuance of Peace, might find a favourable 

reception, | 
T his is the pretended Incenſe you offer to the Publick 
go0oll, hoping that the {moke of it-will skreen pour Ealſe- 
huod from wew ; but being ſmok&, itvanifiethyand leaves 
your deſigns ſo perſpicuous, that I eſteemed my {elf obli- 
ged to detect you, and to ſhew the World how contrary 
your Diſcourlte is to all theſe Pretentions m your Preface : 
A man'way ſee an itching humor in you to be doing ,-but 
what, one can hardly conjecture, but by the ſhadows of 
your motions, which are ſubtle and viglent, and therefore 
properly to be called Presbiterian, - » | | 
Three diftering wayes of Religion are mentioned in 
our Diſcourſe to be in this Realm , viz. Proteſtants of 
the Church of England , Proteſtants Non-conformiſts, and 
Papiſts. ; Fins 7 n 
With the Papiſts you begin, and therein ſpend ſeven 
Sections, which are unit on purpoſe to make your 
Reader more attentive and kind to-the Author , who 
would-be accounted {o fiery an enemy to them: But this 
part of your Diſcourſe I am not concerned in,who neither 
am, nor ever was a Papiſt ; nor do I pretend to underſtand 
their Religion, as you do ; therefore T ſhall leave them to 
the conſideration of the'Parliament, whe, you confels, 
hath appoirted a Committee to receive Informations concern- 
ing thew : only I ſhall offer ſomewhat out of your Dil- 
courſe, whereby it may truly be diſcern'd how true an 

enemy you are in your heart to them, 
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I have heard very wiſe and great Politicians ſay, that 
Jeſuites are but Popiſh Presbiterians , and Presbiterians but 
Proteſiant Jejaites: and it is no wonder, that Cocks of 
the Game, bred up in the fame Principles, ſhould 
ſometimes fight with one another , not coldly , as with 
fome others, but with moſt ſharp and deadly (troakes, 
provoked and enabled by the Spurs of Emulation and 
Pragmaticallneſs ; Under this conſideration I confeſle 
you may be looked upon as an enemy , but wherein elle, 
we will now conſider. 

In your Preface you acknowledge that in this your 
diſcourſe, zou only ſubmiſſruely offer to the conſideration 
of gour Superiours , a Relaxation only of the Preſcribed 
Uniformity , and ſome Tndulgence to Dijjenters u; found 
Faith , .and good life: amongſt which number you 
account the Papiſts , becauſe after the Character you 
have given of their Faith and Actions , you fay in your 
Seventh. Scilion', That | Notwithſtanding they have not 
changed their Principles, &c. but bave taken methods of 
greater artifice and ſubtilty , yet you profeſſe that your whole 
preceeding Diſcourſe againſt them, is not directed againſt 
the ſecurity of their Perſons and Fortunes,or any meet Indul- 
gence or Clemencie towards them ;, but advile, That they wa 
have their Faith to themſelves , without being vexed with 

ſnaxes , or any wayes afflited, @ 

Here your Propoſing a To/eration for Popery, under 
the pretence of a meet Indulgence or Clemencie , muſt not 
by any means be thought a ſuggeſtion for Politique Ends , 
although 'tis one of the chieteſt in your whole diſcourſe , 
ſince it increaſes the number of the Diflenters from the 
Church of Eng/and , which preſently makes the body 
of them ( in your opinion) ſo womentoxs, Oc, Next » 
The ſecurity (without any -R—_— which you page 
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for their Perſons and Fortunes (which at once propoſes 
the Repealing of all- the Poenall Statutes againſt them 
(which you account ares) is in your opinion , only a 
Relaxation of the' preſcribed Uniformity,and no pragmatical 
arrogance, nor doth not (intheleaſt) preſume to teach your 
Goverinours what to doe, contrary to the eſtabliſhed 
SahGions both of Church and State. But Dat veniam 
Corvis,You may write\what you pleale, provided you pre- 
tend.,That you only propoutid theſe things in Caſe of in(uperable 
neceſity, and that for Truth's ſake : but ſhould any thing 
of the like nature be in the leaſt motioned by any elte 
of whatſoever perſuaſion , we know the Tune, you 


. would fing prefently. * I 


Now Sir , I wfll accompany you to-your main deſign 
where you would be,though with much cunning & {line (5 
you creep to we degrees, and with more Pollicy, 
even then, conceal it, when you ſpeak it; fo that none 


may ſee your ſkin, but only ſuch. as can fce thorough 


the thin lawn of your Rhetorick.” 

Firſt: then in your Tenth S-&, you tell us , That you 
would have Reformed Chriſtianity ito be ſettled in the 
Kingdom in its ful extent. Tn your Eleventh , That Pro- 
rm Non-Conformiſts are moſt momentous in the Ballance 
ug the Nation, In your-Twelfth, That the Extirpation of the,s; 

moſt difficult and unprofitable. And in your Thirteenth, 
That all this your diſcourſe for them , is neither threatning 
or intimation of Rebellion, I could wiſh, you had not 
mentioned theſe laſt words, for the very telling us, 
you do not threaten, after you have diſcourſed ſo largely 
of the number , momentoulſneſle , and weight of Noz- 
Conformiſts, and withall of the impoſlibility of their 
extirpation, which \ was never yet thought of , Does 
deeply threaten, Reform'd Chriſtanity muſt be ſettled in 

its 
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its ful/ extent: this argues, that it is not yet done; 
Thoſe who require it, are an innnumerows people , power- 
full and momentous , (which indeed they did demonſtrate 
ſufficiently but the other day, when they bare down 
all before them) and now being again debarr'd from 
the Bereſices and Fatrneſs of the Land, they eſteem 
themſelves ruin'd and extirpated : and yet they cannot 
be extirpated ; becaule it 1s neither good nor fealable 3 
not feaſable, and therefore, cannot ; not good and pro- 
fitable, and therefore will not : all this you ſay , and 
yet if any think you threaten in all this, he is much 
miſtaken 3 you do not uſe to threaten, before you ſtrike , 
nor ſtrike, before you find evidently you can prevail , 
and ſtrike home. 

But what 1s the Cauſe of all this DiſlatisfaCtion, diſguſt, 
and diſorder here amongſt us? Becauſe Reform'd - 
Chriſtianity is not ſettled and cheriſhed 'in its due extent, 
O Sir , ought you not here to have expreſiled plainly 
and cleerly what you mean by Pure reformed Chriſtianity , 
and what is the due ard right extent thereof? This is the 
great and only work you had to doe, which you dit- 
ſemble and neglect, and only tell us in general , That 
the line of this extent muſt be the meaſure of all mens Zeal ; 
That this will advance Gods Kingdom? and the Churihes 
Glory: That this will promote the deſignes of Co(fel, 
being true Proteſtantiſme in its Latitud: : this is all can 
be gathcred from you : what 1s then the Latitzde , what 
the right extent of Reformed Chriſtianity © it is, lay you , 
A meajure extended in its right Latitude , for God and 
the Churches Glory : what 1s it? It is a Lalitzde cheriſhed 
unto its extent according to the deſignes of Goſpel - 
thus you enlightenus z what do we hear by all this, but 
what Proteſtant Conformiſts , and Non-Conſor,riſts , Papiſts 
aud 


(6) | 
and-all fay as well as you, and yet the Land is never a 
whit the wiſer. + But you think , more then you ſpeak , 
as wiſe ones uſe to doe : and ſpeak indeed like an awful 
Legiſlator, that is modelling a Plat-form of government 
within himſelf, and we muſt not know what you doe, 
till you have done it. I may indeed conjecture your 
meaning.,and think you would only have the Presbiterians 
included within this line of Communication , and tru? 
extent of Reſarmed Chriſtianity : ſo that made equal with 
the Reverend Biſhops, they may Preach in Pulpits, 
what now .they utter in darkneſs; and by their Vocal 
Zeal, render Epiſcopacy firlt unneceſſary , then inexpedient , 
and at length Antichriſtian, But I will not uſe any con- 
jeture of my own, nor underſtand any mbre then you 
would have me; only give me leave to tell you, unto 
your-no leſle ſatisfaction, then what you have given us, 
That Reformed Chriſtianity is already ſettled ,- rooted , 
and cheriſhed in the Land unto its due extent , unto 
its true Latitude , unto the right meaſure of Zeal , that 
will advance Gods Kingdome and the Churches Glory , 
= motev irtue,and all the deſignes of Goſpel,in the very 


beſt reformed way , which is, Proteſtantiſave in its juſt 
and proper Latitude.What you propoſe to be done(as not 


done) is donealready, fo that all your Diſcourſe,Ratioci- 
nation and Legiſlation, for ought I ſee yet, is needleſs. 

In your Eleventh Se@. you tell us (as is before men- 
tion'd) How momentous in the Nation , Non-Conformiſts 
are: and now we may well expect to hear , whether all 
this zzomentows People be within the pretended extent of 
Reformed Chrſtianity , or no, and who theſe momentous 
people be ; but no ſuch matter z - your diſcourſe is large 
and wide as they are, telling us they are every where 
ſpread amongſt the Nobility , Gentry , and- Trading 


party 
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party,/in no ſmall ranks and relations, called Fools by 
ſome, and pitied by others, and this is all ; enough indeed 
to augment our fears, but our knowledge is but where it 
WAS, * 

Your Twelfth Section pretends to ſtrike a ſmart blow; 
and your Thirteenth Seftion fayes it is not ſmart at all : 
ſomething you have to ſay, and in the verie ſaying of it, 

would have us to believe it is nothing. Violence (lay 
you) towards Non-conforauſts will do no good with theme 
that are a rational, willizg People ( to diſpute and difcbey 
the Government. of Church and State ) awmerous , mo- 
mentous, ſober, and peaceable men ( ſufficiently experien- 
ced irythe late times) #2 whom no ſmall part of the Nati- 
ons ſobriety, frugality, and induſtry doth reſide 5 who are not 
the Wafters, but moſtly in the number of Getters ( by plun- 
dring the whole Nation) with whom Trade will ceaſe, the 
Vitals of the Land expire, Money grow ſcarce, Rents fall , 
and all for the loſs of thoſe men, who rule themſelves whol- 
ly by that great Principle of Proteftantiſm , Judgement of 
Diſcretion : Nor will there be found Magiſtrates to put ſuch 


forceable wayes in execution upon then, to the terror of the 


whole Nation : ' Why do you then infnuate the ſuſpicion 
of theſe fears? But we underftand the figure of your 
ſtile in your whole Diſcourſe, and donot queſtion (by the 
aſſiſtance of God ) but that the wiſdom of His Majeſtic 
will obviateall the delignsand-threatsof your Partie : in 
the mean time,Pray declare what Violence is either acted, 
or ſo much as thought of againſt thoſe ſo' rational, 
ſo willing, ſo ſober, 'lo peaceable, ſo momentous Peo- 


ple 2 He that pretends a fear in himſelf, whereno fear 1s, 


may welbbe fuſpected'to- contrive evil againſt his Neigh- 
bour, whom he'pretends to be afraid of; Remember this, 
It is no ſecret properticof Malice and Sedition, but well 
enough 


(8) 
enough known 5 we have not yet forgot Jealouſfies and 
Fears, : 

But if any man, ſay you, in your Thirteenth Section, 
ſurmiſe, That this Repreſentation in your Diſcourſe , is a 


and a Threatning-if not granted, he is much miſtaken. And 
why ſo? O fay you, Rulers themſelves muſt be ruled by 
Reaſon, or do worſe, And ſo muſt their Subjects too , or 
elſe all will go ill 5 but which is the Reaſon Paramount in 
this caſe, that of Subjects ? or their Rulers? But how doth 
this rid us of the fears you latelie put us in? Rulers mut 
know their People 5 who is ignorant of that? and yet it 
were to be wifhed they did not know too near and fen- 
ſibly ſome of their ill qualities, which were better ſtifled : 
Alas theſe Diſſenters | they ſhould have patience , and 
ſtand in their ſtations ; 'tis true z but knowing and do- 
ing are two things, and fo is it likewiſe to ſtand in their 
ſtations in their own: Houſes, and in a Camp. Their Diſ- 
compoſure may ſpeak Woe and Miſery , not Wars and Tu- 
»mits, Marry Sir, Woe and Miſcrie is too much: but all 
our Woe and Miſerie hath hitherto proceeded from Wars 
and Tumnults, as their original ifluez and if you aſſure us 
of the like Effef, we may well dread the like Canſe. Their 
ſullen Mutinies make no noiſe, though they may looſen all the 
Joints and ligaments of Policy. They bave not any Con- 
onlſrve motions , though they may bring a Paralitick or 
He@ick diftemper, or Atrophy, or-ſflop the current of vital 
blood in the veins of the State. O hold Sir, your heart 
runs over too abundantly : And is this your Rhetorick of 
perſuading -us to fear nothing from this ſober , peaceable, 
rational, and willing People £ becauſe the Diſcompoſure 
they are in, will bring nothing but Woe and Miſery ; their 
ſullen 4#tinies only leoſing the joints and ligaments of 
Policy : 


. Challenge to the Higher Powers, and a nb we Liberty , 


5. 0 
Policy : their momentows iſſue will bring only a Paraletich, 
or HeFick diſtemper, &c. nothing elſe, no not -any thing 


elſe : You cannot ſurely but ſmile in your own boſome,- 


whilſt you uſeſuch frightful horrors and'dreadful expetta- 
tions as theſe, to acquit- us of fear. ' Do' you eltetm all 
theſe diſmal Events upon a Nation as Trifles ' And are 
your ſober, peaceable, rational and willing People ready to 
ai? all this without regret ,as things of no' moment pong 
their momentous progeny? Surely, hid'you not already 
moulded every thing amongſt yout ſelves unto your own 
fatisfaRion, ſo that you are now ready, as. you phraſe it 
your ſelf, to ſtand in your ſtations, you woukl not yet have 
dropt from your Pen, theſe your moſt villanous and impi- 


ous derifions : let me prophefiefor' tice, however plauſible 


and facilethe-means you have projefted may appear now 
unto you, you will miſs of your end' ( as 4 fave ONCE 
already through the infinite mercie-of Almightie God to 
this poor Nation ) and fall vour ſelves into theſe heavie 
miſcries, which you mention as {light things, by way of 
deriſion to the State and Kingdom. L | 

| 'To prevent all theſe incotventencies and miſeries, your 
Legiſlative prudence tells us, That all that are thought fit to 
abide with ſecurity ( ſo that it ſeems there are ſome you 
think. fit to force again into Exile, though you will: not 
now: name them )' #249 be .. reduced to: three ſorts; yr 
would firſt have an eſtabliſhed order made up of ſuch as 
are proporttonable to the ends of Church and State ; ſe« 
condly, 4 limited Tolleration of ſome others ; and thirdly, 
a diſcreet Connivance to the reſt, according to charity and 
ſafety. But who ſhall be placed in the firſt, and who in 
the other ranks, muſt be concealed, till the time of ating 
in particular,what here you word in general, be in ſeaſon : 
And although a vulgar man can hardly diſtinguiſh betwixt 

C 
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Tolleration and Connivance z, yet diſtinguiſhed they. muſt 
be, for you will have three-ſorts I fuppole'z-although-you 
never ſpeak it your ſelf, in reſpect to three ftates of -Di/- 
ſenters, Presbiteriuns, Independenty, and 2yakers, &c. Preſe 
biterians you, wonld have put into the compreheiſrue fiate 
with Epiſcopal teſtes; Jearheg and eſtabliſhed and cheriſhed 
by Law. The Independents are only t0' be tollerated, but 
with careful reſtrifzons, that they come not too near-the 
Line. . The @44gra to, be wiſely and. charitably commued 
at, as rules of jaſety way ſuggeſt. And you take this your 
rule, it may be, from the conſideration of the Rainbow, 
which hath three chick eolours in itz the Pumicious or 
Yellow;colour gilds the-putward and greater femicacle, 
refracted from the leaſt, Opagitie : the Green tindture 18'in 
the middle, refracied/ from a meaner thicknefsaF marter x 
the Purple1s the interigp of the lealt fertiicncleand theres 
fore ſo much the-darkep:: for ſtranger'is the action of the 
Luminous bodie in the outward Peripkere,and greater the 
Opacitie in the, j9yvazd,.and: a mean :of: bothhin/the. mid- 
dle. The Presbiterian eavift be put-in the -dntward! and 
greater Circle with the Epiſcopal Proteſtants, here called 
the comprehenſive ſtate, or eftabliſhed and cheriſhed ordex,as 
next to the firmament : The lets lightſom and greeniſh 
Independent, muſt bein the middle ſtate of Tolleration,as 
further from God :. And the 2xaker,who profeijeth himm- 
{elf to be the only pure light, muſt be content with the 
lower Rim of diſcreet connivance, which being nearelt the 


earth, hath more of Opacitie in it, and lefs of light. If 
you do not meanthis, pray tel} us what you mean; I am 
ſure you would have the fine Yellow Presbiteriar to bein 
the Circle of comprehenſive approbation,or elſe your whole 
Book ſignifies jult nothing. 


Now 
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Now.tolet ns know ſomething more of your mind, as 
far as generalities will go, concerning this Eſtabliſhed Or- 
der ſtated in its due Latitade, you tell us here,and in your 
Sixteen and Seventeen Sections, three words more : The 


'\firſt'is, That this eſtabliſhed Order muſt be fure to be made 


wide enoneh, that it may take in ſo many as may be able 
to controul all the reſt ; thoſe forms of men which uſe to 
be impoſed on the Conſciences of thoſe who enter in, being 


jo far made woidgthat they may negled them without offence, 


arte hold only te' indiſputable Truths, and indiſpenceable 
Dnties, This is inplain Engliſh, to let the Presbiterians 
come within the line of Communication and favour with 
the Epiſcopal Divines now cheriſhed,and all the reſt kept 
out, that they may have ſome bodie under them to con» 
troul : But why ſhould any be kept out;that ule the very 
ſame Plea for themſelves which you now do; and if you 
once proceed fo far as to give any reaſon for their Exclu- 
ſion, you ſhall find that they have already uſed the ſame 
for yours : But you will not be in Heaven, except you 
may have ſome bodie there to controul, and tratnple on : 
You firſt were begotten and born with this controuling 
ſpirit, and if it ſhould once fail, you would be no more 
your ſelves; let me tell you a ſecret, To controul and 
trample upon Inferiours, 1s but a Presbiterians Propertiez 
but to controul Superiours, 1s his very Efſence and 
Nature. 

Your ſecond word is, That the Diſſenters who deſire to 
be included in this Comprehenſive ſtate, under the paternal 
favour and care of Magiſtrates (Presbiterians you mean) 
are very capable of ſuch an incluſion, as being thoſe whoſe 
Principles are fitted for Government and Dod rine accords 
ing to Godlineſs, and ſo ready to cement with the Church 
of England, which is true in ſubſtance, though defedive in 

C 2 Diſcipline 
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Diſcipline and Rules compiled by men, which the true Sons 
of the Church caunot ſwallow, They allow of true Epiſce- 
pacy as ballanced with Presbiters : They admit of a Litur- 
ey, and are ſatisfied in their Judgments concerning the Jaw- 
fulneſs of it, and Ceremonies tos, if conſonant to the Word 
and Rules of Scripture ;, the time was when you threw us 
into blood abont it ; but it is well.if the miraculous hand 
of God in reſtoring the Church, hath convinced your 
judgments; but I doubt 'tis but corditionally, if you way be 
admitted, And you ſay, It i eur miſery, that the favoured 
Party will never condeſcend,, but ſlill trample upon the reſt, 
But Sir, we perceived but lately, that you would not your 
ſelves be otherwiſe favoured, than that you might have 
ſome left out to trample on. - But as to that favoured part, 
unto whole Societie you would be taken, you let them 
know in this word of yours, That you mean (till to think 
as you have thought, and ſpeak and act as you have done 
hitherto3 but yet notwithſtanding 90x are very capable of 
that their Aſſociation, becauſe they giving an example of 
Moderation, muſt condeſcend to let you ( the wifeſt of 
Diſſenters ) ſit upon their Benches, whilſt you are wil- 
fully reſolved to condeſcend and complie with them in 
nothing : The Church of Ergland never excepted againſt 

your Principles and DoGrines which be conform to Go- 
vernment and Godline(s : What you diſavow, what you 
have railed at ſo unjuſtly, and your implacableneſs in 
your own wayes, which it is unknown to this day, whither 
they will tend, or in what they can reſt. This 1s the only 


impediment of your favour : and your general cautation 


of your own holineſs, ſobriety , juſtice and induſtry ( all 
which we have fully experimented ) is no recantation of 
this, nor any real way of Sociation, 


Your 
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Your third wordis, That ſuch a Condeſcention to-a wide= {. 17, 
ned Eſtabliſhment, is the ſafety of Religion, This is a great 
word and comfortable, if it be true : that we may there- 
fore the more readily believe it, you tell us , That a ſound 
Church as Englands 3s, cannot ſo eaſily be hurt by the abate- 
ment of a few rigours in themſelves but indifferent, and ſo 
eſteemed by the wiſer Diſſenters ( Presbiterians you mean ) 
who can eaſily let them paſs in ſuch as will uſe ſuch /ittle 9. 15. 
things, or of ſome of them, they can bear with others in the Þ, 31« 
prattice of ſome things which themſelves cannot pradtice: and 
they can ſubmit to ſome things, which they cannot approve z 
not for unworthy ends , but for Conſcience ſake 5 without 
engaging therefore in troubles , whereof none knows the 
7//ue : that is, if you may be admitted, elſe you will roar 
out upon them, and they that uſe them. The wiſer Diſ- 
enters are men without all doubt better taken in by Authori- 
ty into the Eſtabliſhed order of favour and proteion, than 
left out with the other people of more unmanageable and in- 
ſtable principles, ts increaſe the reputation of their Party, 
This indeed doth found like ſomething of ſafety : the 
fewer Rebels, the ſecurer our Peace ; and where is moſt 
of Peace, our ſafety is there the greater. - But all this is 
underſtood, if theſe Diſlenters now to be admitted into 
ſocietie and friendſhip, have laid down thoſe ſeeds of Dif- 
agreement and Diſſention(which hitherto have kept them 
aſunder before this their admiſſion, ) Upon thele very 
Motives, which you now ſay are Formalities,Petty matters, 
Tndiff:rent and Trifling things, you did voluntarily firſt 
ſeparate your ſelves, and inferr'd a War which ruin'd the 
whole Land ; let your Books and Writings be brought 
forth, they will teſtifie, that you accounted and called 
thoſe Metives, Weighty and Fundamental tor the juſtifying 
of your Wars and Broyls; which now for the makivg y. 
0 
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of your Aſſociation, You ſay are but ſwell and indif- 


ferent, and no wayes fit to hinder ſo much happineſs and 


ſafety, as the ſaid Aſſociation would bring to Religion and 
the Nation, For the obtaining now of favour and- pro- 
tection amonglt the Biſhops ( ſer up again by the Magi- 
ſtrate) after you by force of. Arms had caſt them down, 
all thoſe differences you would bring with you, are very 
minutulous and tudifferent, which to overthrow them for- 
merly, were great Chriſtian and Mementows traths, How 
comes this to paſs? are you changed men ?- no, the very 
ſame, of the ſame animoſitie, and in the ſame mind : and 
all thoſe points which differences you from the Epiſcopal 
Proteſtant, are now womertous and weighty with you, juſt 
as they were then : 'And they were then indifferent and 
meer Trifles, juſt as they are now. For they were then 


* indifferent and {mall in order to the Biſhops yielding and 


cundeſcention unto you, and your whole Partie therein, 
and fo they are ſtill; but in order unto your condeſcen- 
tion unto them, your Biſhops and Shepherds, the very 
ſame points wherein they require your compliance, O they 


32+ are deadly and needleſs Choke-pears, which you cannot ſwal- 


low ; they are Popiſh Rites, beſides Holy Scripture ; they are 
Forms of men, and wot of God ; they are racks, and rui- 
now ſcandals to weak Conſciences ; and fo they were then: 
nor is there any more change in you, than in #ſop's Fox, 
who by force worried the Pullen,when he had them in his 
reach z and when he found them ſafely rooſted , he per- 
ſuaded them by kindeſt words, that they might be all to- 
gether, for that he loved them all in /iſceribws ſuis, And 
if the Biſhops will but pull you up to them, becauſe they 
think it not convenient to come down to you, we ſhall 
ſoon ſee how dearly you love them, and how quickly the 
frozen Serpent being warm'd 1n their boſome,w1ll _ 
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ſting both them and us 3 but of this we ſhall perceive 
more in your following Diſcourſe. | 
But why do you-chooſe this Legiſlative way intermixt 
with ſupplications, for the obtaining of an End which you 
lately compaſied fa fucceſsfully by the Swords: of your 
induſtrious, ready, and willing People £ O, you figh us out 
the reaſon hereof in moſt compaſlionate tones : The wiſer 
fort of Diſſenters ( Presbiterians ) fay you, whoſe Confor- 
mity were they gain'd, would moſt avail ( for what? ) are 
weary 'of theſe ſtrifes, they dread the ronſequence of chang- 
ings, the hurrying into other extreams, and" the wilde ex<- 
curſions of ſome ſpirits ;, they would not be left again to the 
late uncertainty and continual vacillations in. Government : 
awd they have long fince ſeer the manifold efrors committed 
i41-the' Policy off the late times £ they know that ſuch unſixed 
liberty would nat ſecure then 3 and therefore it may be well 
thought, they would accept reaſanable terms, and reſt ſatisfied 
therein. | | 

i\For all this, the Natiowwell enough perceives, that you 
the wiſer ſprt-of | Diſſenter s, are as readie now for War in 
your rhinds,/as you were 28 Years ago, when it was firſt 
begun, and proſpered in your hands : for you walk not 
any longer tiow in the dark, as then you did ; you have 
the fame refoluticn;_ greater purſes, by plundring and; 
cheating the whole Nation ; more men educated already, 
m-yout principles; and traind up to your hands : and, 
which- is the ſum of all, a greater probabilitie now of 

ViRorie, than before you durlt promiſe to your ſelves, 
Why then do you not proceed profperoully ; and ende- 
vour to get by —_— that authoritie and power ,, for 
which you do now fo whiningly pray and fupplicate? O ! 
there is a weighty and womentoxs realon for it, which you 


have not yet told us plain enough : Is it your inclipation 
2nd 
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and love to Peaceableneſs ? Love to your poor Countrie 
which you are loth to ſee any more imbroyl'd 2? Fear of 
ſucceſs? No : ſhall I tell it you ? wonder you needs muſt, 
how I got into your heart to'find:out your meaning ; for 
your meaning once found out , will enable us ſuthciently 
to anderftvand 

uide us ſufficiently to find out your meaning : It is this 3, 

ou wiſe Difſenters do now ſeriouſly conſider, that after 
you had betrayed the People into the .waſte of -{o much 
Time, Treaſure, and Blood, in your laſt victorious Wars , 
enterpriſed fof the rooting out of thoſe demnable nn- 
chriſtian Points and Prattices in the Church of England ; 
which now to currie favour with the ſame Partie ( after\ 
ſtrange Revolutions ſet up-again-by the miraculous hand. 
of God ) you call Trifling, and Indifftrent things « in that 
very nick of time, when you looked to receive the -xe- 
ward of your triumphant malice ( the Victorie now 
wholly obtain'd, and the Engliſh Church and State then 
under your feet ) it pleaſed God in his juſt judgment, for 
your Hypocrifie to Him, Treaſon and Sedition againſt the 
Church your Mother, and the King your Father , to let 
that Bodie of Puritans ( whereof you were the leading 
part) toſhiver imperceivably into ſeveral pieces, and 
the ſimpler part thereof (called afterwards Independents) 
to caſt you the wiſer part ( then and ever ſince called, 
Presbiterians ) out of the Saddle : So that you reaped 
nothing conſiderable (beſides the plundering the Nation) 
to what you expected, for your ten Years policic, ſweat, 
and labour : And that very ſame Authoritie which then 
did back you, did, by the juft judgment of God, ſo refine 
It ſelf, by caſting out their Members, which were judged 
by the reſt not pure enough for their Deſign, that at laſt 
it dwindled into nothing : And you have new lived to = 
the 


your words 3 but your words will never. 
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the ſame Church and State ſettled again, and cheriſhed 
by the Magiſtrates { to the infinite fſatisfattion of all 
honeſt and ſober men) which you had overthrown as you 
thought for evermore. And this is the only thing you 
dread again, here exprefled by your ſelf in ſuch general 
words, as before we did not, but now do wholly under- 
ſtand : Tow fear ftrifesz the conſequence of changings 3 
the burrying into extremes ; the excurſion of ſome ſpirits 3 
the uncertainty and vacillations in Government, unſix'd Lis 
berty, &c, All this fear, in one word,is,leſt you be fruſtra- 
ted of your end as you was before: And you have very 
ood reaſon to fear it 5 for why may not the Body of 
_— . 
+resbiterians drop into ſeveral parts, to undermine _ and 
ruine themſelves (after the Victory obtain'd ) by piece- 
meals, till the laſt drop left alone, Go up, or be conſumed 
by other ſecond cauſes, as well as the Bedy of Puritans 
then did? And therefore you think it better ( all things 
rightly confidered ) rather than fight again with ſo much 
Expence to an uncertain event (and it may be, . become 
liable to pay for the miſchief you have formerly done) to 
entreat theClergy that they would be pleaſed out of their 
own great love and bounty,to make you partakers of what 
they enjoy : For, it is but a little thing, a trifle, a thin 
meer tmaifferent, a-very nothing that differences you a 
them : All Sacred Truths; All Indiſpenſable Duties 5 All 
Eſtabliſhed Principles ; All Divine Rules of Skcraments , 
Prayers, and Worſhip 5 All indiſputable Verities they all agree 
in moſt harmoniouſiy : and the other little , ſmall , indif- 
ferent, petty things, let them not be impoſed to the Churches 
diftemper and religions damage. Here is the ſum and ſe- 
cret of the wiſe Diſſenters 5 They would not be thought 
yet fully reſolved to raiſe any more Wars, becauſe it pro- 
{pered with them {o il] before 3 nor threaten,as they did 5 
nor 


(19) 
nor exaggerate the weightineſs of the Cauſe as they did 5 
but try now for a wlule ſome contrary Topick means, 
that for ought they know , may ſpeed better. ' Their 
End indeed, (which is their own Profit , ) is the fame 
it was; but the means to obtain it, is new, vis; 
Humble Supplications : and that which hinders this Union, 
(which in Procefie of our late Wars) were Fundamental 
Points ,, and the very Vitals of Chriſtianity , yet they muſt 
be'called in this calmer way ,: Ingifferent little things': 
for things that: are. begged muſt be called /#t#e, though 


they are never fo great 3 but when they are demanded 


by force , they muſt be named Great, though never-ſo 
little, The doubt that our.Reverend Biſhops may juſtly 
have , is, Whether a Condeſcention to incorporate you 
into their own Sphere , may not prove ruinous to their 
own Clergy , and the whole State : for whilſt you are 
below. as Suppliants, your differences are /ittle ; but 
when you are in power, they will be then momentous 
again: And ſo the eſtabliſhed Government of the 
Church , muſt periſhby their own good liking. 

After you have now pretty well ſeated your ſelf in 
your own firmament (as you think it)- you utter two 
words in this Se&io» unto ſuch as you leftin a Region 
below you ,**gaping there for Tolleration and Connj- 
vence; and.in it you deliver us:your Rule , and -irj your 
Nineteenth: your Counſe). *\'Your' Rule is, That other 
Diſſenters (beſides you wiſe ones) although they may have 


taken in ſome Principles of Church government leſſe con- 


ernows to National Settlement) be not oppreſſed," but have 


their liberty , yet- not \'an inordinate one \, but limited by 
the ſafety of true Religion in general," and of the eſtabliſhed 
order : Here you are Lording it already over your Bre- 
thren Diſlenters , whilſt you are aſſuring them , that = 
wou 
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would not be a means of expoſing them to oppreſſion , con- 
tempt , and hatred but would admit their Plea , as far as 
it would goe : ( which you intend to be judge of : ) For if 
God hath received them (lay you) why ſhould their fellow 
ſervants (ah humble Soul! ) reje@ or affii® them cauſeleſiy f 
but if your heart after Legiſlative Prudence ſhall think 
and declare , that God hath zot received they , then woe 
be to them and their Plea, This is all the aſſurance you 
give 'of your moderation, when you ſhall come. into 
Power 3 and all the Rule you lay down to us for Tole- 
ration, and Connivence , leaving us to gueſs what you 
mean in particular by this your Toleration , how it's di- 
ſtinguiſhed from Cornwverce, who ſhould be connived at, 
and who tollerated , and wherein may conkit this ſafety 
of Religion , and the eſtabliſhed Order , by which the Tol- 
leration muſt be meaſured. But before we proceed fur- 
ther , pray let me aſk you, how comes it to pals, that 
you being but a Partof the Diſlenters, ſhould ptetend 
any preeminence over the reſt of the Diſlenters , and by 
what right do you pretend to meaſure out their Tolle- 
ration and Connivence more then they doe yours? Doe 
you think that theſe Diſſenters , who ever they be; have 
not the ſame Plea, that you have, for their more favoura- 
ble Toleration and Commvence: which you allot them? 
They have, and uſe theſame, in your own words, and 
fay, that conſequently their Profe|ſz2* and way is not ta 
be ſtreighned according to your pragmatical and (imple 
Tolleration and Connivence : ſo likewiſe doe they hum- 
bly ſhew , that this their Plea, is no threatning to Rulers , 
or intimation of Rebellion z and a little more humbly toa 
then you doe, for ſtanding wholly upon that mrain Princi- 


ple of Proteſtantiſme the judgment of Diſcretion, there is 


none of the other Diſlenters TR your ſelves) th-t 6 y 
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That the diſcompoſure' they are in , ſhall bring woe and mi- 
ſery, that their ſullen mmtinies ſhall looſen the joints and liga- 
ments of Pollicy : but uſing your meeker Phraſes, acknow- 
ledge, That to abide in their Stations, to have patience 
under grievances, to ſweeten their Governours by huavility 
and modeſty , is their beſt ſecurity. And they plead with 
your ſelves, That if any thing hath been amiſs in their 
Prattices or Principles z that a looking back to former diſ- 
cords, mars the moſt hopefull redintegration. All the 
Excuſes which you uſe for the many enormous Principles 
and Pradtices of Presbiteriens; the very ſame is the juſti- 
fication and excuſe of all the other Diſlenters,if they have 
been faulty in the like manner: And by all that, which is 
your own Plea,may thoſe more innocent Diſlenters (whe- 
ther Independents or @nakers, &c.) hope as well as you , 
to be placed in the firmament of the Eſtabliſhed order , 
and not to be left below by the meer judgment of their 
elder brother in iniquity,in the darkRegions of Tollerati- 
on and Connivence, where they are ſure to be moſt tyran- 
nically trampl'd upon, if Presbiterianiſm get the ſway, for 
then inſtead of every Biſhop that is put down in a Dioteſs, 
there will be ſet up a Pope(for abſoluteneſs)in every pariſh. 
But the ſame Principles and Practices muſt not wear the 
fme'colour in you,and in other men ; others look helliſh 
*black., whilſt you muſt be pure as-criſtal : in other men 
they are Oppreſſzors, Crimes, Sedition, blood-ſhed, murther 
and deviliſh inhumity;but in you the willing People,it is Pre- 
ty,Zeal for the Lords Cauſe,Tenderneſs of Conſcience, Care of 
Goſpel Deſigns, Prudence, Love of publick Good ; what others 
at or write amiſs,is their dammeble Religion;yours,but petty 
fwervings from the way,if happily you did ever fail in ſuch 
Sippery places, Thus,Plares cum faciunt idem,non eft idem.Tou 
cann't therefore do amiſs, becauſe only zox do it,nor oth ” 
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a&t well, becauſe they are others and not you who a it. 
In this Sefion, you adviſe Diſſenters of narrow and 
rigid principles unto Moderation; that is to fay , to be 
content with the Tolleration and Conmivence you ſhall al- 
low them, Doth this your counſel come from your heart ? 
ought they in reaſon and conſcience to acquieſce in it ? 
They ought. ſurely : then hear mez You are all now 
equally in the ſtate of Tolleration and Connivence , nor 
have you the wiſe Diſſenters any one word to ſay for 
your {lives but what the other have : I hope then, you 
will take your own counſel ; though it ifſue from anothers 
mouth, it is your counſel (till. Hear then the Church of 
England thus ſpeaking in your own words unto you wiſe 
Ones, who can better underſtand the power of your own 

advice, than other Diſlenters can, \ £2.) 
As Authority may be too prone to erre ( moſt wiſe Diſ- 
ſenters ) in the ſeverity of impoſing, ſo Subje#s may be too 
wilful in refuſing to obey, As an explicite aſſent,and appro- 
bation, may by Superiors be too rigidly exatted in' doubtful 
things ; ſo the unreaſonable firfinee and harſheſt of Infc- 
riors, may keep them from that compliance in praFice, which 
their Conſcience ( becalm'd from paſſion and prejudice |) 
would not gainſay. Every Chriſtian ſhould be deeply ſen- 
fble of the common Intereſt of Reformed Chriſtianity, which 
#s incomparably xzzore valuable than thoſe: private, and. little 
narrow Models, which may have. much: of fancy and aſſeti- 
0, Well-minded perſons may eaſily be deceived touching 
their private ſentiments in Religion : they may think they 
are under the uncontroulable. ſway of Canſcience, when in- 
deed they are but bound up by cuitom,educationcomplexion, 
intereſt, or ſome other kind of. prejudice. Thei prudent and 
ſober ſhould not eaſily ſettle upon ſuch Opinions as will neven 
ſettle the Nation, but tend rather to infinite perplexity py: 
7l- 
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diſcompoſure : Homſoever we will not bear too hard upon any 
thing that may fairly pretend ts Conſcience, which though 
erroneous , ſhould not be harſhly dealt with, Nevertheleſs 
( when all 3s ſaid.) ſome difjatisfa#ion doth invincibly poſ- 
ſeſs the judgment, ine that caſe, Chriſtian huntility and chas 
rity, as wels as diſcretion, adviſeth ſuch perſons to acquieſce 
in their private ſecurity and freedom, aud not to reach af- 
ter that liberty that may wnſettle the Publick order , and 
undermine the common ſafety, 3 MW? 7 
This is:your Nineteenth SeGtion, ——_ your undet 
Diſſenters (:as:you eſteem. them) to: Moderation : and 
it is the Churches advice to you, pray take it , fipce you 
confels, That ſuch is the complicated condition of humane Af- 
fairs, that it 16exceeding = to deviſe a Rule ' oy Model 
that ſhall provide for all wham equity will not pledd for : 
therefore the prudent and ſober will acquieſce in any con- 


ftitution, that is in ſome good ſort proportionable to the ends of 


Government, _ | 

Nay, nay, the Caſe : is altered: ( quoth Ploydor) you 
will ay prefently, That was our counſel to other'men, and 
then it. fignified | ſowething 5 but it lignifies nothing now, 
when it is given by others to us: indeed you ſpeak but 
what you think, if you ſpeak thus : All your own ations 
are juſt and virtuows, your own words powerful and effi 


® \ 


caciows 3 but the fame things ſpoken by *other men , are 
fruitleſs; and #he ſame deeds when other men att them, 
are abowinable, ungodly, and deviliſh, But you ſee inthe 
interim how alike unſucceſsful wiſe Presbiterians are 
both in their writing and fighting : They war moſt ſtout- 
ly, but 0 Fortuna Presbiteriana 1 the Victory is no ſooner 
got, but another' (' then unthought of) comes between 
them and home and takes away the Garland :-They write 
moſt politickly, but 0 Fortuna ! all their whole _ nm * 
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ſo ſubtilly contriv'd, pleads for them, they intended to 
oppoſe : One would think the two Elders in Daniel who 
accuſed innocent Suſana, were their firſt Fathers, they 
have'the ſame fortune with them in whatſoever they do : 
to ſeek for Renown, and thereby to be aſhamed and con- 
founded ; to accuſe others, and with the fame breath to 
condemn themſelves. There might. be much more of this 
nature pick'd out of your Diſcourſe for your felf-condem- 

foo, but muſt haſ{ten to your conclufion.  - 

-! This Seion pretends to ſhew, That the Presbiterians 
exuttation in the widened Eſtabliſhment, is the intereſt of the 
King.. "But no body that reads it,can find the leaſt argu- 
refit towards the evincing the point : for it is wholly ta- 
ken apin exceling and colouring over the wicked princi- 
ples and pradices of 'Presbiterians : for,you ſay, That the 
arraignment of the Non-conformiſts ſuppoſed principles may 
happily proceed upon miſtakes, and , that they and others 
#nclinable to their way', are by ſome charged with ſuch 
principles as detra# much. from Kingly Power and Digni- 
fy, and tend to advance Popular Faition : For their vindi- 
cation, you ſay, 'Tzs confeſſed, they have beer eager Aſſertors 
of Legal Liberties + Doth this acquit them from the charge, 
or doth it not- rather deeply charge you, and all that are 
of 'fuch anopinion, before the great God, for ſtiling the 
hte bloody and rebellious Wars,an aſſertion only of Legal 
Libetties? If you had- proved the miſtake,you had done 
ſomething : but ſeeing you could not, I commend you for 
faying, That a looking: back. to former Diſcords, wars the 
moſt hoptfnl Redintegration 5 As of. Indempnity ave AGs 

Oblivion, ard 'nmaft be ſo obſerved : which is the rea- 
nl donot give youſuch ananſwer to many parts of your 
Diſcourſe as you juſtly deferve : but whether you may 
not be juſtly charged with the faid accuſation, I leave 1t 
tO 
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to be ſeriouſly conſidered by the Reader 5 for you alledge 
in this Setion, That the Nor-conformiſts profeſs much af 


fedion to Monarchy, and the Royal Family : And that / they 


are ſo well ſatisfied, as none more , in the Ancient Funda- 
mental conſtitution of this Kingdom : If fo, how came it 
to paſs, you declared in your former part of your Dif- 
courſe ſo cunningly and cautiouſly in theſe words,That the 
Miniſters of the Presbiterian perſuafion, do heartily acknow- 
ledge His Majeſty to be Supreme Governour over all Perſons, 
and over all Things and Cauſes in theſe His Dominions;:_ If 
yon had dealt ingenuouſly without any Presbiterian men- 
tal reſervation, you would have ſaid, Over all Perſons, and 
over all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil : then we had, 
underſtood you ; but we are well ſatisfied how Auji-Mo- 
narchical Presbiterianiſm is : And if you are ſo well ſatiſ- 
fied in the ancient fundamental Conſtitution of this King- 
dow, what means your whole pragmatical Legiſlative Diſ- 
courſe,wherein the factious and ſeditious Models that you 
have caſt in your ſupercilious Noddle,are propoſed as ſuf- 
ficient to perſuade the changing the fundamental Conſti- 
tution of the Kingdom, eſpecially of the Church , which 
hath been eſtabliſhed by the _ of ſo many Parliaments: 
but the reaſon of this boldneſs, you ingenuouſly confeſs in 
this Scion, when you ſay,That 4s ſome ſet their wits a work, 
in framing, jo ds others in evading the deſigns of ſuch En- 
gagements ; which are noleſs thanthe Laws of the Land in 
this particular: which I could adviſe you (for Con- 
ſcience ſake, if there is any Obedience to be paid to the 
Higher Powers, and what they enact) to bear more Reve- 
rence and Obedience to, and not fo ſeditioully endevour, 
their overthrow, otherwiſe you may chance meet with the 
Goats Fate deſcribed in the Poet, 
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Rode Caper vitem, tamen hinc cum ſtabis ad aras 

In tua quod fundi cornua poſſi, erit, 

Then according to your own words, The condition of the 
Diſſatisfied ( becauſe they wilfully and ſeditionſly will b: ſo ) 
may without damage or juſt ſcandal to any , be made juch,that 
they ſhall not long for changes , but gladly embrace preſent 
things,and then the implacably evil minded will want matter 
to work upon, and Fs without hope of diſturbing the Publick, 
. Peace: which your ſeditious infinuation ſo cunningly ende- 
vours, when you give us in this Seftion the Character 
of the People of Frgl/and in theſe words , The Engliſh ( int 
general )are an ingenuows and o|en-hearted People; and if un- 
luckie accidents diſcompoſe them not, they are of themſelves 
diſpoſed to have their Kings in great veneration, Is not 
this a huge piece of Rhetorick to perſuade His Majeſty, 
that the approbation and exaltation of Presbiterians is his 
own great Intereſt ? if it-bears any ſenſe or conſtruction, 
It muſt ſpeak thus, Presbiterians profeſs much affetion to 
Monarchy, and the Royal Famnly, and have the King in great 
veneratipn z but if He grant not what they demand, the 
will not do it : they have (tifly both by Pen and Sword, 
reſiſted and oppoſed all Authority 3 and if He will not do 
what they will have Him,it will prove an nniuckie accident 
that ſhall diſcompoſe them, and put them quite beſides it 5 
and then we muſt expect (if not Wars and Tumnlts as we 
have had) yet #oe and Mijery. Thus, forlcoth, is eſta- 
bliſhed the Kings Intereſt. 

In the next place you pretend to demonſtrate the Church 
and Clergies intereſt and benefit by the Legal Ejtablifhment of 
Presbiterians, But here, as you did before, you bring no 
argument to the Point 3 but havirg to deal with the Cler- 
gy more in this ScCtion, than in any other, you lay about 


youlike a mad man, vilitying them as reproach unto the 
E Church, 
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Church, telling us, That the more conſiderate Sons of the 
Church do obſerve and bewail ſuch dangerous miſcarriages by 
Simony, Pluralitics, Non-reſidency,andProfaneneſs,as threaten 
a ſecond downfall « That if the Church would flouriſh, the 
Biſhops muſt not be the head of ſuch Miniſters, as for Tgno- 
rance and Lewdneſs are a ſcandal and ſcorn to their Neigh- 
bours, &c, I ſuppoſe you mean your - ſelves for the more 
conſizlrate Sons of the Church, and therefore you ſhould 
have done well to have named who are fo guilty , and 
nin they are,that they might receive their reward : but 

pe it only proceeds frum your malice, whicly is very 
hot againſt the Biſhops and Clergy , witneſs theſe your 
words, It is takew for granted, that neither Conſcience nor 
Intoreft will permit the Biſhops and Clergy of England , to 
witite to the See of: Rome. Their Dot#rine 3s tpo pure, and 
their judgment too: clear for a full compliance with Popery - 
Here you imitate Archers, who draw back the Arrow,that 
they may wound with a greater force; you vindicate their 
Conſcience and Intereſt, their Doctrine, and- their fudge- 
ment ;-and yet moſt maliciouſly wound them. with your 
full compliance : 'Fhere-are more of 'this nature which I 
ſhall let paſs, and obſerve how with the ſame breath you 
magnifie your ſelves, ſaying., Presbiterian Miniſters are 
Goaly- and Learned, able ayd apt to teach the Peopte : (by 
experience we know what) ſtiling- your ſelves Labourer s 
in the-jervice of the Lord of the Harveſt : The obief Shep- 
herds faithful ſervants : Orthodox- and pions Miniſters 2 
Godly and peaceable men , preaching only the indubitable 
wake of Chriſtianity : Men of known moderation , Ko, 
One would wonder at your-mpudent partiality, and your 
ſhameleſs, malicious ſcandals, if you did not-prefently diſ- 
cover your deſign in them, when you fay, The Religion of 
any State will ſink, if it s not held up in its vmaratk efti- 
1241 10# 
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ration amongſt the People, By theſe aftions of you, and 

your Party, the World doth take notice, wha! men are caſt 

-out, and why, and thinks it 3s the honour , ſtrength, and 

fafety of the Church, that farch wen be numbred amongſt their 
-oppofites 5 who'can with Conſcience pretend, That 7t js ſin- 

cerely wiſhed, that the Clergie may ' hold their ſtate in ſafety 

and honour ; that they may never be laid low for want of 

meet: Revenue or Dignity ; and in the very next Page pro- 

poſe the entting off ſome Luxurimeces from ſome of the 

Higheſt 'Order : and the ſharing among many what is ingrof< 

ſed by afew, Now we fully underſtand you : hitherto I 
confeſs I was amazed (although I well knew what were 

the Motives that moved you to procure our lateTroubles) 

what could be the chief drift in your defign, ſeeing. you 

here fincerely wiſhed, That the Clergie might hold their ſtate 

in ſafety and honour : and that you fo often in your Dif 

courſe declared, that the things of difference between 

you and the Church were jo.izconfrderable, that you profeſ- Pag.zx, 
ſed you conld bear with other's inthe prattice of thewe,although 18. 
Jou conld not priffice them yourſelves 'and that you could 
ſubmit to ſorue things which you cannot approue, and that 

not for tnworthy ends, but for*Conſcience ſake; That: you 
acknowledged alſo, That the Prechiterians yonerally (by Pag.; ;, 
'which It is evident you are not all of a mind,nonever will 32. 
be') held the Chyrch of England-to be w tyuze Church ,- &c. 

and therefore that th-y did frequent the Worſhip of God int 

the Publick Aſſemblies : And that rrany that preſs earneſtly 

after further Reformation (which ibſcemsisnever to have 
an'end ) o yt ronminicate ws well in the. Sacraments, is 

the Word preached, and Prayer, Go. and !therefore)far- dir 
vers reaſons you lay down, you fay, 1t:may be. wel! thought 
they wonld accept reaſonable terms, and reſt ſatisfied therein, F437 
O! would: you again'be fing ring the Revenues of the *)* 
| E 2 Church ? 
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Church? are theſe the reaſonable terms, which your 
avarice calls a moderation £ becauſe I believe you will 
fay, you would. but ſhare with them, and yet carrot 
but ſuſpe the great danger and dammage which may be 
dreaded to enſue this moderation, Why ? didever danger 
and dammage enſue moderation? Yes, ſuch an one as 
this is, to the overthrow of Church and State , and 
therefore it may be dreaded again 3 but you think , you 
ſufticiently ſecure us from that fear, by telling us, 
"That nevertheleſs it may poſſtbly not enſue it ; a pretty 
argument, and here you give us a better, when = 
fay , that by letting you have their Revenues, and by 
cclipling their dignities , Thus may the Clergie enjoy an 
Eſtate of Power , Plenty, and Honour , with leſs Envy, 
and hazard of undermining : This argument 1s thus far 
truce, Cantabit Vacuus, Ec. | 
In all probability the Ape in #/op by ſuch arguments 
as theſe perſuaded the Beaſts in the Forreſt to cut off 
their Tayles. In the Twelve laſt lines of this Se&#7or: , 
You ſumme up the main drift of your whole deſign, 
viz, The ſettling ( or rather the unſettlimg ) the Church, in a 
due Extent, that it may encompaſs ſo much as may inable it to 
Vanquifh whatſoever is inconſiftent with it , and to keep with- 
in compaſs whatſoever may be Tollerated under it, And 
next , by cutting off the Luxuriances of ſome that ave in 
the Higheſt Order , you mean to reduce Epifcopacy into 
a REP ballanced or managed by a due commixtion of 
Presbyters ; which doth not nnderminc Epiſcobacy , nor 
inſinuate any other form of Government inſicad of it , as 
you promiſed in your Preface, and yet in the very laſt line 
of this Sefior, you imply (and which is too apparent) 
that your Envy is Undermining it. I ſhall further obſerve, 
becauſe it hath relation to the Clergie, that in your 
| Fifteenth 
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Fifteenth SeZio# you fay , As for the Eſtabliſhed Order , 
we preſume not bere to intermeddle with the form or ſpecies 
of Church Government : and in your Sixteenth Section , 
The aſſerting of your Diſcipline is not here intended ; in this 
we may believe you , for both theſe are reſerved to be 
preſumed to be done , when you ſhall be ſettled in your 
Power , and none ſhall dare to contradi@ you , and then 
have at all. 


| This SeGiez preſumes ' to perſuade the Gentry and g, 22, 


Nobility , that it is their Intereſt alſo : but if you had 
here ſet down the firſt Chapter of Geneſis at large, 
inſtead of this your diſcourſe , they might happily have 
Aiſcerned thence ſome conſequence or reaſon why it 
ſhould be their Intereſt, but in your. diſcourſe none at 
all, except you mean that your- advancement- ſhould 
bring with it a Levelling of the whole Kingdom, as 
well as the Church ; for ſo we know that every Hill 
mult be brought low , when every Valley is exalted. 
But as Metals are not better known by their ſound, 
then the Spirits of ſome men by their words, I ſhall 
in ſhort obſerve how ſeditioulſly you endevour - in this 
SeFion. to low Diviſton; Firſt - you fay, The Latitude 
and Liberty here diſcourſed, is thought to give too great 
advantage to the Citizens ' and the Commonality , as alſs io 
make all ſorts of men more knowing. andleſ; ſervile 5 and 
conſequently leſs ebſequiozs to the wills of great men. Here 
yau inſiouate to the People, that by this Settlement you 
propoſe , they ſhall receive great advantage , and be ab- 
ſolutely free, Next you ſay,The doubt is,whether the Nobles 
and Gentlemen, of | England can maintaiz their Authority 
and Splendor , wit Hs freedom of Citizens and the Cont 
mon People : And it may be , the Higher degrees in England, 
would never be ſo. aduanced, as. ſome have conceited , / 

| _ tae 
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the menyer fort were'reduced to the condition of the French 
Peſarttry : Thele are your ſeditions pretenced (not real) 
doubts, which falfeſurmiles you would have the People 
alſo 1s :donbt um 'concert , and then v0 believe that this 
your whimfical :iPropolition ( if effe&ed ) would ſecure 
them from the danger ; but your own inmediate words 
are a fufficient 'anfwer to ſuch doubts, for you fay , 
Surely in the times of their Anceſtors they were in as meh 
. ſplendor and power, as they have been in'the memory of this 
Age ; and. yet tn thoſe times both Citizens ard Teomanry 
were rich and free, brave and worthy in their own vank., 
This ſufficiemly proves that the -one hath not been ſo 
much as'doubted, nor:the other in the leaft thought-6f;Or 
endevoured to beiefiecied, becaufe the Nobles ard Gerttry 
have maintair'd their Authority and &plenthor,-and-yet the 
Citizens and Conmun People are now'richer and freer than 

they wereformerly. Cul +14 
The reſt of your Sefton 1s an impertinent Diſcourſe, 
endevouring to level ithe' Gentry withiithe Citizens and 
Traders, and'tmoſt pragmaticallyto teach them'what Hab#t 
they ſhall weav,and how they mmſt earry theniſelves 37 their 
Countries; all whichare ſuggeſtions pretending to take 
away all Emulation between them but with malicious ag- 
grayations'endevoursto raiſe-divifions between them, We 
need not wonder-why you do it, for from the Mythologte 
of the Fable of Medeas ſowing Serpents teeth,which grew 
up armed men (''mtitually wounding one another ) you 
learn't firſt by the invenomed bitings of your malice, to 
fetus formerly together by the ears; and'from that ſuc- 
ceſs, you are eteouraged'to hope-and (attempt it again. 
Doubts cauſe wiſe men to'fuſpend their aſlents, but makes 
tle Valgar preſently yield theirs to them, which is the rea- 
{on you threw-in'theſe, that you might continue and -4 
X creaſe 
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creaſe the melancholly miſtakes of the People, by foment=. 
ing new jealoufies amongſt them : fo that by railing again 
the winds of a general, diſaontent, and then being un- 
guarded by the canfulion of another ſtorm, you. might 
more eaſily ſet up your ſelves: By ſuch Cungings , the 
Multitude may be carried above the perception of their 
underſtanding, contrary to:what Religion would perſuade 
them ; but then we have ſeen by experience, .that being 
once ſhaken in ſome Opinion, of which they had a reve- 
rence, they preſently fall-into the, ſamg-uncertainty of the 
other parts of” their belief, which had no more authority 
with them, than thoſe which were already ſhaken in them. 
We have ſufficiently experimented . how by deſtroying 
Charity, and diſuniting the continuity, of Faith; how: it 
begot diverſity of Opinions, which produced different 
Secs, whoſe Dillcations have been fo mazed in the Ercors 
of their own contufions, that at laſt they reduced Religi- 
onto be almoſt nothing but. believing -ſome few Propoliti- 
ons tending only.to the overthrow of Church and State ; 
which was.quickly effected, and the Pregbiterians ( who 
were the Authors ofr1t ), preſemily thrown by, as. it was 
expected, becaulc.it 1s the nature of the Vulgar ( who 
erre alwaycs inthe extremes) to de{pile all humane Laws, 
when they are once milled-in thoſe which are Divine, 

Laſtly, YourUl us here,Tha your own comprebenlue Las 
tityde {oy Altitude rather ) wenld beak qr Breaches, ard 
put an end to our Diſturbances, and therefare your Exalta= 
tion will be the ſcenrity. of #8 all. "But hese you quglt- to 
remember, that halt the. Difſenters- (that 1s all,, keſides 

| you t/%' wiſe Onts ) are, lefbi out, and. excluded. by you, 

from this Line of. tkeccomprehenſive. State, 1 

Will they caulſenodifqhiet? none at all,you may. war- 
rant us that well enoughg-tor all the other Parties wogge 
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{till called up by the Alarm of Presbiterians to rebell; and 
when they are quieted, all will be then in peace ; if other- 
wiſe, let all men hear and tremble at your threatning, The 


ſeverities of Law againſt Diſſenters , "may at length come 


home to them and theirs who take themſelves to be far out of 
the reach thereof: This is like you, you are for Revenge 
to the third and fourth generation. 

And now the Reverend Biſhups are to make their 
choice, whether they will ſtand in fear of the riſing of 
theſe portentous Exhalations, that cauſe ſo much diſtur- 
bance ; or draw them up by the Sun of their favour into 
this Region of Exaltation, to lighten there and thunder z 
for Presbiterians whether high or low, can never reſt : In- 
feriours they muſt oppreſs, Equals they will controul ; and 
all Superiority they caſt down : What is under them, muſt 
look continually to be diſturbed 3 and all that is over 
them, they undermine ; which is the reaſon that #hezr 
way was never yet obtain'd in England, nor were they ever 
favoured with the Magiſtrates vigorous aid, ſo much as for 
an accommodation with the Eſtabliſhed Polity : Keep them 
helow,-and they threaten; ſet them on high, and they 
thunder, and that ina frightful manner : Ina word, they 
are violent in every place, becauſe they have in this World 
no natural place of their own : and-they ſeem to be born 
to do miſchief toothers, but no good to themſelves ; for 
as the wiſeſt of Kings faith, He that trowbles his own houſe, 
ſhall inherit the wind. 

Finally ( as you ſay ) 0#r Breaches are too well know , 
and make little for our reputation or advantage in Forreign: 
Parts, About things impertinent, Contention ſhould ceaſe. 
It ſtrengthens the common Adverſary,whbo is irreconcileable, 
Why do you continue them?Why do you raiſe them about 
ſuch indifferent things ? You nd The Reformation in 

S England 
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England for ts Legaiity and Orderlineſs, is unjucftionable» Pag.1 7, 
Why do you diſpute. it 2 You confeſs, That by needlsſs 1.2. 
Schiſms and Fattions to weaken the conmmun intereſt of Re- Pag.2t. 
formed Chriſtianity, is to diſſipate the Church of God, and to * 9: 


defeat the great ends of Chriſtian Religion, You lay, You 
are weary of theſe ſirifes: Why do you begin them again? 


You ſufficiently know the woftul Cataſtrophies they have 


produced, becauſe you have been an Actor in them : and 
therefore now to begin the ſame deſigns again 3 as ſuch 
actions uſed to be judged the worſe for having no Paral- 
lel, they are now more juſtly to be aggravated by the-ex- 
*ample of your former practices of the fame nature ; e- 
ſpecially conſidering the greatClemency that hath not on- 
ly pardoned them, but commanded their oblivion, where 
they had lain infilence,if your Ditcourſe had not brought 
them into memory. | 
To conclude, although you are-pleaſed to beg the que- 
{tion, when you ſay, 1 "e chief Pre judices have been con- 
ſidered; and theſe three important Intereſts being known 
aright, are found not to oppoſe, but to require this Latitud: 
of Religion... How honeſtly and fatisfaftorily you have 
performed it, I leave to the judgment of the impartial 
Reader ; and ſhall only further obſerve, that by your 
words (f all theſe Intereſts are- rightly known ) it ſeems 
you have in reſerve another great Point ( no leſs than the 
true intereſt of Church and State, and conſequently the 
Whole Government ) to be better ſtated, and otherwiſe 
to be diſputed, although already eſtabliſhed by ſo many 
Laws, when you ſhall be ſeated in that power you gape 
for : but as I have (I hope) very juſtly called wy Anſwer 
to you, Dolws anVirtws? ſoyou will find, that you ſhall 
never have wit enough to catch us with Tricks, nor 
courage enough to convince us by the Sword, That your 
pragmatical Propoſition 1s = Intereſt of England. FINIS. 
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VOTES, 8. of th: Homourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, Febr 25. ec. 1662. Upon Reading His 

. Mijeſties Gracizus DECLARATION and 
SyEECH, Oc. 


Die Meccurii 25.Feb. r5.Car. R, 


Reſolved, &c. Nemine contradicente, | 
Dat the humble thanks of this Youſe be returned 
to His Wajelky, foz Dis Reſolution to maintain 
the Act of Uniformity. 
Reſolved, &c. 
That it be pzeſcnted to the Kings Majefty as the 
humble Advice of this Douſe, That no Jadulgeuce be 
granted to the Diſlenters from the Af of Uniformity. ' 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
He Knights,Citizens,and Burgeſſes of the CommonsHouſe 
of Parliament did with great joy receive Tour Majcſties 

ft gracious Speech,at the opening this Seſſron of Parliament: 
And being thereby invited to conſider of your Declaration of 
the Twenty ſixth of December /aft; they have with. af $0+ 
briety, Duty, and Aﬀ-@ion, examined the grounds thereof s, 
and do by me preſent. unto Tonr Majeſty 1heir meſt hearty 
Thanks for the ſame, and humble Advice thereupon ; both 
which, I do beſeech Tonr Majeſty,that you will vonchſafe me to- 
deliver in their own words. 

May it pleaſe Tour meſt Excellent Majeſty, | 

V V*< Your Majeſties moſt Durifal and Loyal Sub- 

jects, the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſits of 
the Houſe of Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, havin 
wit 
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with all Fidelity and Obedience,conſidered of the ſeveral 
Matters compriſed in Your Majeſtics late Gracious Decla- 
ration of the 26th of D cember laſt, and Your moſt Graci- 
ous Speech atthe beginning of this preſent Sceflton, 

Do, in the fir{t place for our ſelves, and in the names of 
all the Commons of Erg/and, render te Your Sacred Ma- 
zeſty, the Tribute of our moſt hearty Thanks, for that in- 
finite Grace and Goodneſs wherewith Your Majeſty hath 
been pleaſed to publiſhYour Royal Intentions of adhering 
to Your Ac of Indempnity and Oblivion, by a Conſtant 
and Religivus Oblervance of it. And our hearts are fur- 
ther enlarged in theſe returns of Thankſgivings, when we 
conlider Your Majeſties moſt Princely and Heroick Pro- 
fefſions of relying upon the Aﬀections of Your People, 
and abhorring all ſort of Military and Arbitrary Rule. But 
above all, We can never enough remember,to the Honour 
of Your Majeſties Piety, and our unſpeakable Comfort, 
thoſe ſolemn and moſt endearing Invitations of . us Your 
Majeſties Subjefs, to prepare Laws to be preſented to 
Your Majeſty,againſt the growth and —_ of Popery 3 
and withall, to provide more Laws againſt Licentiouſneſs 
and Impiety 3 at the ſame time Declaring Your own Re- 
ſolutions for maintaining the Act of Umiformity. And it 
becomes us alwayes to acknowledge and admire Your Ma- 
jeſties Wiſdom in this Your Declaration, whereby Your 
Majeſty is pleaſed to reſfolve,not only by SumptuaryLaws, 
but by Your own Royal Example of Frugality,to reſtrain 
that exceſs in mens Expences, which is grown ſo general 
and ſo exorbitant ; and to dire& our Endevours to find 
out fit and proper Laws for Advancement of Trade and 
Commerce. 

After all this, we muſt humbly beſeech Your Majeſty 


to believe, That it is with extreme unwillingneſs and re- 
F 2 luctancy 
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Infancy of heart , that we are brought to differ from 
any thing which Your Majeſty hath thought fit to pro- 
poſe 3 And though we do no way doubt , but that the 
unreaſonable Diſtempers of mens Spirits , and the many 
Mutinies and Confpiracies which were carryed on, du- 
ring the late Intervalls of Parliament, did reaſonably 
incline Your Majeſty to endevour by Your Declaration 
to give ſome allay to thoſe 11] humours , till the Parlia- 
ment Aflembled ; and the hopes of Indulgence, if the 
Parliament ſhould conſent to it, eſpecially fecing the 
pretenders to this Indulgence , did ſeem to make ſome 
Titles to it, by virtue of Your Majeſties Declaration 
from Breda, Nevertheleſs, we Your Majeſties moſt 
Dutifall and Loyal Subjects, who are now returned to 
ſerve in Parliament , from thoſe ſeveral parts and places 
of Your Kingdom, for which we are chofen , Do hum- 
bly offer to Your Majeſtics great Wiſdom , That it is 
in no ſort adviſable that there be any Indulgence to fuch 
perſons who preſume to diſlent from the Act of Unifor- 
mity , and the Religion cſtabliſhed. 

For theſe Reaſons , 

V 'E have conſidered the nature of Your Ma- 

V jeſties Declaration from Breda, and are hum- 
bly of opinion, That Your Majeſty ought not to be 
preſicd with it any further, 

Becauſe it is not a Promiſe in it ſelf, but only a 
Gracious Declaration of Your Majeities Intentions, to 
do what in. You lay, and what a Parliament ſhould ad- 
viſe Your Majeſty to do; and no luch Advice was ever 
given, or thought fit to be offered ; nor could it be other- 
wiſe underſtood, becauſe there were Laws of Uniformity 
then in being, which could not be diipenſed with, but by 
Act of Parliament, 
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They who do pretend a right to that ſuppoſed promiſes 
put the Right into the hands of their Repreſentatives 3 
whom they choſe to ſerve for them in this Parliament, 
who have paſſed, and Your Majeſty conſented to the AR 
of Uniformity. If any ſhall preſume to ſay, that a Right 
to the benefit of this Declaration doth ſtill remain atter 
this Act paſled, . 

Tt tends to diſlolve the very Bonds of Government, and 
to ſuppoſe a diſability in Your Majeſty and the Houles of 
Parliament, to makea Law contrary toany part of Your 
Majeſties Declaration, though both Houſes ſhould adviſe 
Your Majeſty to it. 

We have alſo conſidered the nature of the Indulgence 
propoſed, with reference to thoſe Conſequences , which 
mult neceſlarily attend it. 

It will eſtabliſh Schiſm by a Law , and make the whole 
Government of the Church precarious , and the Cenſures 
of it of no Moment or Conſideration at all. 

It will no way become the Gravity or wiſdom of a Par- 
liament, to paſs a Law at one Scflion for Uniformity , and 
at the next Seſſion (the reaſons of Uniformity continuing 
ſtill the ſame) to paſs another Law to fruſtrate or weaken 
the execution of it. 

It will expoſe Your Majeſty to the reſtleſs Importunity 
of every Sect or Opinion, and of every ſingle perſon allo, 
who ſhall preſume to diltlent from the Church of Ene- 
land, 

It will be a caufe of increaſing Sedtsand Seftaries. wiſe 
numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant Profeſſion {6 
far , that it will at Jeaſt be difficult for it, to defend 
it ſelf againſt them : And, which is yet further confide- 
rablc, thoſe Numbers, which by being troubleſome to the 
Government, find they can arrive to an Indulgence, well, 
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as their aumbers ingreaſe, be.yet more troubleſom, that ſo 
at length they may arriveto a general Tolleration, which 
Your Mazcfty hath declared againſt z and in time, ſome 
prevalent ScQ, will at Jaft contend for an eſtabliſhment 
which, for ought canbe fareſcen, may end.in Popery. | 

It is athinF,altogether without Preſident, and will cake 
away all mc#rs of convicting Recuſants,and be inconſiſt- 
ent with the mcthod and proceedings of the Laws of 
England. 

Laſtly, It is humbly canceived,tbat the Indulgence pro- 
poſed, will be ſo far from tending to the Peace of the 
Kingdor, that it is rather likely to occalion great diſtur- 
bance. And on the contrary, That the aflerting of the 
Laws, and the Religion eſtabliſht, according to the At of 
Uniformity, is the moſt probable:means to produce a ſet- 
led Peace and Obedience throughoutYour Kingdom : Pe- 
cauſe the varicty of Profcfhons in Religinn, when openly 
indulged, doth direGly diſtinguiſh men into parties, and 
withall, gives ther opportunity to count their numbers ; 
which, conſidering the Animoſities, that out of a Religi- 
ous pride will be kept on foot by the ſeveral Factions, 
doth tend direfly and inevitably to open diſturbance. 
Nor can Your Majeſty have any Security, that the Do- 
ctrine or Worſhip of the ſeveral Factions, which are all 
Governed by a ſeveral Rule, ſhall be conkſtent with the 
Peace of Your Kingdom. -. ; 

And if any perſons ſhall preſume to- diſturb the Peace 
of the Kingdore, We do in all humility declare, That we 
will for ever,and in allOccalions,be ready with our utmoſt 
endeyour and afliſtance, to adhere to, and ſerve Your Ma- 
jcſty according to our bounden Duty and Allegiance. 


FINITS. 


